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News from Nancy Rana, AFGC State President 2025-2027 
“Cul%va%ng Flowers & Friendship 
Gree$ngs to all!  
What an exci$ng summer!  The AFGC Conven$on concluded with a 
wonderful tour of P. Allen Smith’s beau$ful home and gardens at 
Moss Mountain Farms.  In May, several AFGC members traveled to 
Charleston, South Carolina to aFend the Na$onal Garden Club 

Conven$on and to see the installa$on of our new NGC President, Donna Donnelly. 
One of our own - Suzy Andrego, from the South Central Region, was installed as 2nd 
VP.  There were several new vendors at the mee$ng which provided ample shopping 
and interes$ng workshops such as Sweet Grass Braiding and Pine Needle Basketry. 
We truly enjoyed the tours of the historic city while sampling all of the delicious 
foods! 

In May, we hosted Symposium at the Arkansas 4-H Center in Ferndale where we 
received advanced instruc$on in both hor$culture and design.  Our instructors, Jan 
Griffin and Julia CleveF, were amazing!  We not only had aFendees from Arkansas, 
but also from Texas, Mississippi, Tennessee, and Oklahoma.  Terri Waterman, 
Symposium Chairman, did an excellent job of coordina$ng the event and provided us 
with a fun learning experience.  We truly appreciate Terri for her dedica$on and 
efforts.   

Lake DeGray State Park was the des$na$on for our Mid Year Board Mee$ng 
hosted by the South West District.  The theme was “Luau at the Lake” and we had 
$me to “flamingle” with our friends.  A different mee$ng format was introduced and 
the Execu$ve CommiFee and State Chairmen provided aFendees with informa$onal 
workshops with a game show theme.  The guest speakers, David Goodman – Mary & 
Martha’s Florist in Arkadelphia, and Mark Gibson – Green Thumb Water Garden 
Center in LiFle Rock, provided excellent programs.  Our thanks to the South West 
District for hos$ng the lovely event! 

Course 1 of Flower Show School was a huge success.  Many thanks to FSS 
Chairman, Rose Knight and all the judges for their con$nued support.  We were 
excited to have 8 students par$cipa$ng.  The Garden Study School will be held on 
September 12-13 in Marion.  Contact Pam Ellis, Schools Chairman, for more details.   

On October 6th, the North West District will host the district mee$ng in 
Bentonville.  In conjunc$on, the Garden Club of Rogers will be hos$ng a flower show 
en$tled, “Autumn Comes Naturally”.  The South East District mee$ng will take place 
on the 11th at the Pickens Store and the North East District mee$ng will be in 
Harrisburg on the 16th.  The South West District mee$ng will be in Hot Springs on the 
23rd followed by the Pulaski District mee$ng on the 28th.  All of the registra$on forms 
are available in the President’s Packet, on the website – arkansasfgc.net, and in this 
edi$on of the Arkansas Gardener.  I look forward to seeing all of you at the district 
mee$ngs! 
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STANDING RULES ADOPTED AT APRIL 30th STATE CONVENTION.  Standing Rules below were changed and adopted by 
approval of the Execu@ve CommiSee 
1.  Pg 25.  Book of Remembrance 
This book may be used as a way of remembering the deceased or 
to honor friends and members of our clubs.  With a contribu@on of 
at least twenty-five dollars ($25.00), a person’s name is placed in 
the Book of Remembrance. 
2.  Pg 25.  Circle of Roses. 
A thirty-dollar ($30.00) dona@on should be sent to the Circle of 
Roses Chairman by an individual or club.  Submit a short biography 
sta@ng when person became a garden club member along with a 
photo to be published in The Arkansas Gardener. 
3.  Pg. 26.  Finances. Currently:  A sum of $300 is allowed for the 
Office Manager to be used to aSend the State and District mee@ngs. 
Adopted to read:  The AFGC Office Manager will be compensated 
for full registra@on and transporta@on to the annual conven@on 
and mid-year board mee@ng. 
4.  Pg. 29.  Life Memberships- Arkansas.  Currently:  The fee for a 
State Life Member is $50 and serves a two-fold purpose. One-
half of each membership fee goes into the Scholarship Fund 
helping to further the educa@on of deserving students who are 
interested in hor@culture, conserva@on, or allied subjects. The  
other half goes into the general fund suppor@ng the Federa@on 
projects. 

1.  Dona@on increased due to increased administra@ve 
and mailing costs. 
 
 
 
2.  Dona@on increased due to increased administra@ve 
and mailing costs. 
 
 
 
3.  As part of her du@es the AFGC Office Manager is 
required to aSend both State-level mee@ngs, and 
should be compensated. 
 
 
4.  To simplify bookkeeping and dona@ons, as well as 
priori@ze Scholarship funding as an organiza@onal 
priority. 
 
(con@nued next page)  

CHANGES TO THE AFGC GARDEN CLUB MANUAL BY-LAWS 
The following By-law changes had a 2nd reading and were approved at the August 7 Mid-year Board Mee@ng. 

CURRENT                                                           PROPOSED                                                        PURPOSE 

1. Ar^cle VIII. Finances. Sec^on 4. 
One-half (1/2) of the Life Member’s fee 
shall be placed in the Scholarship Fund 
and one-half (1/2) in the Federa@on 
General (opera@ng) Fund. 
 

2.  Ar^cle IX. Funds/Investments 
Trustee Commicee. Sec^on 4.A. 
Scholarship Fund 
A.  One-half (1/2) of the Life 
Member’s fee shall be placed in the 
Scholarship Fund. 
 

3.  Ar^cle X – Dues.  Sec^on 1. -Dues 
A.  Annual dues for club members shall 
be six dollars ($6.00); this includes state 
dues of five dollars ($5.00) and one 
dollar ($1.00) for Na@onal Garden Club 
dues. State dues shall include a 
subscrip@on to the official magazine, 
The Arkansas Gardener.  (Ra#fied April 
18, 2017) 
 

 

C.  Persons holding membership in 
more than one club shall pay six dollars 
($6.00) for state and na@onal dues into 
each club.   (Ra@fied April 18, 2017) 

1. Ar^cle VIII. Finances. Sec^on 4. 
All monies received from Arkansas Life 
Members be placed in the Scholarship 
Fund.   
 
 

2.  Ar^cle IX. Funds/Investments 
Trustee Commicee. Sec^on 4.A.  
Scholarship Fund 
A. All monies received from Arkansas 
Life Members be placed in the 
Scholarship Fund. 
 

 3.  Ar^cle X – Dues.  Sec^on 1. -Dues 
A.  Annual Dues for club members be 
eight dollars ($8.00); this includes state 
dues of seven dollars ($7.00) and one 
dollar ($1.00) for Na@onal Garden Club 
dues.  (Ra#fied August 2022) 
Sec@on 1. Line C: Persons holding 
membership in more than one club 
shall pay eight dollars ($8.00) for state 
and na@onal dues into each club. 
 

C.  Persons holding membership in 
more than one club shall pay eight 
dollars ($8.00) for state and na@onal 
dues into each club. 

1. To simplify bookkeeping and 
dona@ons, as well as priori@ze 
Scholarship funding as an 
organiza@onal priority. 
 
 

2.  Updated to match re-wording in 
Ar@cle VIII. 
 
 
 
 
 

3. 
A. Updated to reflect current dues as 
changed in August 2022.  Delete 
subscrip@on to Arkansas Gardener as it 
is digital only and publicly available on 
AFGC Website. 
 
 
 
 
 

C.  Match changes in Sec@on 1. A. 
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Adopted to Read:  The fee for a State Life Member is fiky dollars 
($50.00) with all fund to be applied to the Scholarship Fund in 
helping to further the educa@on of deserving students who are 
interested in hor@culture, conserva@on, or allied subjects. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 2024, The Camden Garden Club entered the scarecrow contest put on by the My 
Downtown Camden Network. They won 2nd place. Pictured are left to right - Debbie 

Stewart, Bonnie Bullock, Rhonda Reynolds, and Paula Terry 
 

 

WE CAN’T WAIT TO SEE YOUR 2025 ENTRY.  GOOD LUCK!! 

UPCOMING FLOWER SHOWS 
à September 8, at the Nevada County Fairgrounds, Presco>, sponsored by Rose GC. 
à October 6-7, in conjuncFon with the NW District MeeFng, Bentonville, sponsored by Floralia 

Arrangers Guild GC 
à November 28, Faith United Methodist Church, Li>le Rock, sponsored by AR Judges Council 
à March 21, 2026, Camden, sponsored by Camden GC 

FLOWER SHOW SCHOOLS 
à March 2-4, 2026, Flower Show Course II, Holiday Inn Airport Conference Center, will be 

studying Tables and PeFtes. 
à August 25-26, 2026, Flower Show School Course III, 
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STANDING RULES PROPOSED & APPROVED AT THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, AUGUST 6, 2026 MID-YEAR BOARD MEETING 
1.  Pg 28.  State Flower Show Advisory Commicee   (Addi^on) 
   - Shall serve as advisors to the Flower Show Chairman to 
promote and hold a yearly show. 
   - Shall work in collabora@on with the Flower Show Chairmann to 
write and approve the show schedule. 
   - Shall promote the State Flower Show. 
 
2.  Pg 29. Future Conven^ons/Future Mid-Year Board Chairman. 
(when appointed) 
Change to:  State Conven^on/Mid-Year Board Mee^ng 
Commicee 
 
3.  Pg. 40.  State Conven^on.   Add: 
      1.  Consults with the State Conven@on/Mid-Year board Mee@ng 
CommiSee. 
All following paragraphs to be renumbered appropriately 
 
 
4.  Pg. 41.  Mid-Year Board Mee^ng.   Add: 
      1.  Consults with the State Conven@on/Mid-Year board Mee@ng 
CommiSee. 
All following paragraphs to be renumbered appropriately. 

1.  Chairing a State-level flower show is an enormous 
task and having a designated team provides support 
and con@nuity. 
 
 
 
 
2.  Providing a mee@ng commiSee provides support 
and con@nuity to districts/clubs tasked with hos@ng 
these important business mee@ngs. 
 
 
 
3.  See 2. above 
 
 
 
  
4.  See 2. Above 

 
 

PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE AFGC GARDEN CLUB MANUAL BY-LAWS 
The following By-law changes were approved at the August 6, 2025 Execu@ve CommiSee Mee@ng..  A first reading given at 
the August 7, 2025 Mid-Year Board Mee@ng.  They will be presented for a 2nd reading at the April 2026 State Conven@on for a 
vote: 
CURRENT                                                           PROPOSED                                                        PURPOSE 

1. Ar^cle XV. Execu^ve Commicee. 
Sec^on 1. 
following appointed members: Three 
(3) members-at-large, 
Parliamentarian, Advisory Council 
Chairman, the Editor of The Arkansas 
Gardener and President of the 
Arkansas Judges Council.  Appointed 
members serve as non-voting 
members of the Executive Committee. 
 
2.  Article VI – State Headquarters. 
Section 1.   The Federation shall 
maintain a centrally located State 
Headquarters from which most of 
the business of the Federation shall 
be conducted. 
 
3.  Ar^cle X VII – ANNUAL 
CONVENTION   
Sec^on 6.   A quorum at the annual 
conven@on shall be seventy-five (75) 
delegates  

 

 

1. Ar^cle XV. Execu^ve Commicee. 
Sec^on 1. 
following appointed members: Three 
(3) members-at-large, 
Parliamentarian, Advisory Council 
Chairman, the Editor of The Arkansas 
Gardener, President of the Arkansas 
Judges Council and the Office 
Manager.  Appointed members serve 
as non-voting members of the 
Executive Committee. 
2. Article VI – State Office.  
Section 1.   The Federation shall 
maintain a centrally located State 
Office from which most of the 
business of the Federation shall be 
conducted. 
 
3.  Ar^cle X VII – ANNUAL 
CONVENTION   
Sec^on 6.   A quorum at the annual 
conven@on shall be fiky (50) delegates  
 

1. Add Office Manager as non-vo@ng 
Execu@ve CommiSee member to 
ensure they are always up to date on 
AFGC processes and to serve as a 
resource. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
2.  There is no longer a brick and 
mortar facility as a State Headquarters.  
Business files are kept with the current 
Office Manager. 
 
 
 
3..  Match  ARTICLE XVI - BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS. Sec@on 5, which states 
quorum shall be fiky (50) delegates.  
This is a more appropriate number of 
aSendees in order to complete 
organiza@on’s business. 
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Membership iniEaEves  
  By Ann York, 1st Vice President, AFGC 
New growth is the focus for the Arkansas FederaFon of Garden Club’s  (AFGC)  future. In looking 
at a map of Arkansas, there are many towns and ciFes in our natural state that are missing out. 
All it takes is ten interested persons. 
 
South Carolina has the largest growth of new clubs in the United States.  AFGC  is choosing to 
follow their model. As membership chairman, I am personally asking you for one contact person 
in those areas who have no clubs– contact name, telephone number and/or e-mail address. This 
will enable the beginning of a “reach out” process.   
By forming new garden clubs and growing in membership, we guarantee our future.  Watch us 
grow!  Please call, text or email Ann York, 501-733-2941, annvyork@gmail.com 
 
Life Membership 
  By Ann York, 1st Vice President, AFGC 
Is there someone in your club deserving of recogniFon?  The gih of a life membership  to AFGC  
would not only recognize a member, but also honor youth by contribuFng to the AFGC  state 
scholarship fund.  What a nice recogniFon from your club for an outgoing president.   Or 
perhaps you would like to be recognized as a life member.  All it takes is a filled out form and a 
donaFon of $50.  The form is included in your President’s package handed out at the Mid-Year 
Board MeeFng, as well as on the arkansasfgc.net website.  All money will go into the state 
scholarship fund. New Life Members will be recognized at the AFGC State ConvenFon in April. 
Please contact Ann York.  
Note:  This does not replace dues that are due each year for club membership 
Note: We are working on gemng the website form updated, but if you use it simply send it to me 
rather than Nancy Rana.  
Ann York, 501-733-2941, annvyork@gmail.com 
3260 Athens Drive, Conway, AR 72034 
 
****************************************************************************** 
The Central Arkansas Iris Society has two great events coming up: 
 - CAIS Rhizome Sale:  Saturday, September 13, 8:00 a.m. unFl sold out, so come early. 
 Unitarian Universalist Church of LR, 1818 Reservoir Rd, Li>le Rock 
 
 - The Culture & Care of Japanese iris, speaker Chad Harris, owner of Mt. Pleasant Iris 
Farm in Washougal, Washington.  Chad is an internaFonally recognized grower and hybridizer, 
known for his stunning work with Japanese iris. 
  When: October 11, 2025 
  Where: UUCLR, 1818 Reservoir Rd, Li>le Rock, AR 
  Join them for: 
  Judges Training – Perfect for AIS judges or anyone curious about iris evaluaFon. 
  A Short Program on Japanese Iris – Learn the history, care, and beauty of these 
elegant blooms from a true expert. 
  Free and open to the public – come learn, connect, and be inspired! 
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                                    PLEASE JOIN US FOR  THE

          2025 NORTHWEST DISTRICT MEETING
             OF THE ARKANSAS FEDERATION OF GARDEN CLUBS, INC.
                      Hosted by Floralia Arranger’s Guild Garden Club

        “AUTUMN COMES NATURALLY”
                     MONDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2025

               NWACC Campus, 1100 SE Eagle Way, Bentonville, Arkansas
                Shewmaker Center for Workforce Technologies Building, Walmart Auditorium

“AUTUMN COMES NATRALLY” – AN NGC POP-UP FLOWER SHOW WILL
            BE HELD IN THE LOBBY--FOR MORE INFORMATION GO TO NORTHWEST

DISTRICT WEBSITE: HTTPS://SITES.GOOGLE.COM/SITE/NWDISTRICTAFGC/HOME

Meeting Registration (includes lunch) $ 35.00
Registration Info:  Make checks payable to NW District AFGC

Mail to Registrar:  Ginny Vance, 5 Glencoe Lane, Bella Vista, AR 72715 479-
Pre-registration and payment required by September 26, 2025, no exceptions.

No refunds after September 26, 2025.  
Each Club should bring 2 priced items for Ways and Means

9:00 am  - Registration – Pastries and coffee will be served – Ways & Means Open 9:00-3:00

10:00 am – Business Meeting (State Officers’ Reports/Presidents’ Reports)

11:45 am - Break

12:00 pm – Lunch Served

12:45 pm - Program: “Growing Native Shrubs and Vines for Beauty, Birds and Pollinators” 
              Presented by Rose Gergerich

1:30 pm  – Business Meeting Continues

Name: ________________________________ Email:_______________________________

Address: ______________________________ Garden Club:__________________________

City/State/Zip: _________________________ Phone:_______________________________

Dietary Restrictions: __________________________________________________________

CHECK CLASSIFICATIONS: 
AFGC:  MEMBER:____ FIRST TIME:____ CLUB PRESIDENT:____ DISTRICT DIRECTOR:____  

  OFFICER:____  CHAIRMAN:____ PAST AFGC PRESIDENT:____ JUDGE:____ LIFE MEMBER:____ 
  CIRCLE OF ROSES:____ GUEST:____   
SCR:  DIRECTOR:____ OFFICER:____ CHAIRMAN:____ LIFE MEMBER:____ 
NGC:  BOARD MEMBER:____

HOTEL INFORMATION IF NEEDED: Call Geri Hoerner 479-340-4886               

"#$%!B



Name

“Become a Backyard Phenologist”
PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE 2025 NORTHEAST DISTRICT MEETING OF THE

ARKANSAS FEDERATION OF GARDEN CLUBS, INC.
Hosted by Harrisburg Garden Club

Address:, City, State, Zip Code

Garden Club

Phone Number Email

Check Classification:

Club President

Guest

AFGC Officer

Past AFGC President

First Time Attendee

District Director

Circle of Roses

Judge

Life Member NGC Board

Dietary Restrictions:

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2025
The Modern News Building, 206 N. Main Street,Harrisburg, Arkansas 72432

Registration Fee (includes lunch) $ 35.00
Registration Info: Make checks payable to Harrisburg Garden Club

Mail to Registrar: Fonda Condra, 16911 Massengill Road, Harrisburg, AR 72432

9:00 am - Registration – Pastries and coffee will be served
10:00 am – Business Meeting (State Officers’

Reports/Presidents’ Reports)
11:45 am - Break

12:00 pm – Lunch Served
12:45 pm - Program: “Become a Backyard Phenologist”

Presented by Arkansas Author, Talya Tate Boerner



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
ARKANSAS FEDERATION OF GARDEN CLUBS, INC. 

PULASKI DISTRICT MEETING 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2025 

ROOSEVELT THOMPSON LIBRARY 
COMMUNITY MEETING ROOM 

38 RAHLING CIRCLE, LITTLE ROCK, AR 
 

 9:30am - Registration and Hospitality  
10:00am - Business Meeting  
12pm – Lunch 
12:30pm – Program:   
           Punching Up Your Gardens with Fall  
                    Color and Winter Interest 
           Presented by Jennifer Gibson,  
                     The Good Earth Garden Center 
2:00pm - Announcements & Adjournment 
 

**After the meeting all are invited to meet  
Jennifer at Good Earth Garden Center, 15601 Cantrell Rd, with 
discount coupons for shopping. 
 
Please complete the form below and return by October 23, 2025 with a $35 check  

Registration postmarked after October 23, 2025 will be $40 

Please make checks payable to Pulaski District.  Registration fee includes lunch. 

Detach and mail form below to:  
Terri Waterman, terriafgc@gmail.com  405-821-9587 
440 Hideaway Hills Drive, Hot Springs, AR 71901 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Name   Email  _____________________________ 

Phone     Address:  ______________________________________ 

Sandwich Box Lunch:  T u r k e y�  H a m�  V e g g i e�  G l u t e n  F r i e n d l y  S a l a d�  
 
Garden Club __________________________________________________ 
State President ___  State Officer ___  State Chairman ___ District Director ___  
District Officer ___  Club President  Club Officer ___ Club Member     
First Time Attendee ____  Other ____ 
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Name:

Address:

Phone:

Garden Club:

Dietary Restrictions:

Blossoms & Bravos
Celebrating Growth, Friendship, and Achievement

Highway Garden Club

Email:

Early Bird Price: $30 Fun Lovers Price: $35
Register before 9/15/25 Pay at the door

Circle Classifications

AFGC South Central Region National Garden Club INC.

Pres

Officer

Chairman

Dist. Director

Former Pres

FS Judge

Circle of Roses

Life Member

First Timer

Guest

Director

Officer

Chairman

Life Member

Board Member

Life Member

Judges’ Council

President

Mail Checks to Southeast District Director Amber Bunker
3792 South Highway 65 & 62, Lake Village AR 71653

Make checks payable to Highway Garden Club

Join us October 11 !th

Put on Your Denim and Pearls and Come
Join the Southeast District Meeting!

9:30am-2:30pm

Hosted By:
Highway Garden Club and friends in our

Southeast District at:
Pickens Store

122 Pickens Rd, Pickens AR 71662

We gather to celebrate the accomplishments of our
club and to focus on how we will continue to grow and

excel moving forward. Can’t wait to see you there!

"#$%!e



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
ARKANSAS FEDERATION OF GARDEN 

CLUBS, INC. 

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT 
MEETING 

‘FALLING INTO SPRING’ 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2025 

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 

3819 CENTRAL AVENUE, HOT SPRINGS, AR 
 
9:00am - Registration and Hospitality  
9:30am - Business Meeting  
11:30am – Lunch 
12:15pm – Program/Hands-on Workshop:   
                 Lasagna Planting Bulbs for Spring Blooms 
2:00pm - Announcements & Adjournment 
 
Please complete the form below and return by October 15, 2025 with a $35 check  

Registration postmarked after October 17, 2025 will be $40 

Please make checks payable to Southwest District. 

Registration fee includes lunch – advise of any food allergies. 

Detach and mail form below to:  
         GAIL WILLIAMS, gailwilliamsrn@hotmail.com 
         1082 Lafayette 5, Lewisville, AR 71845.  870-510-4749 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Name   Email  ____________________________ 

Phone   __  Address:  _________________________________ 

___________________________ Garden Club ____________________________ 
State President ___  State Officer ___  State Chairman ___. District Director ___  
District Officer ___. Club President  Club Officer ___ Club Member  
First Time Attendee ____  Other ____ 
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\The purpose of a Design Study Club is to give NGC Flower Show Judges, and others interested in 
NGC Design Styles, the opportunity to study, exhibit and pracFce judging of floral designs and 
horFculture. There are 3 Design Study Clubs in Arkansas: 
à Floralia Garden Club, Bella Vista 
à Designer’s Study Club, Li>le Rock (designersstudyclub@gmail.com) 
à Verna Garvan Design Study Club, Hot Springs (vggardenclub@gmail.com)  

 
 
 

A SECTION FOR PICTURES AND TOPICS FROM OUR 
DESIGN STUDY GROUPS AROUND THE STATE 

DESIGNS BY VERNA 
GARVAN DESIGN STUDY 

CLUB MEMBERS FOR 
THEIR AUGUST 13 

MEETING SHOWCASING 
MANIPULATED PLANT 

MATERIAL.  A JULY 
WORKSHOP ON 

BRAIDING/WEAVING 
LEAVES WAS LED BY 

MICHELLE LEE, AIFD, AND 
KATHY RODOCKER, AIFD, 
FROM FLOWERS & HOME 

IN HOT SPRINGS 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO NIGHT BLOOMERS ON THE THEIR FIRST NGC SMALL STANDARD 
FLOWER SHOW IN SHERWOOD ON AUGUST 2, 2025. 

‘SUMMER DREAMS’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONTEST WINNERS!   CHECK OUT THE WINNERS FROM OUR MID-YEAR BOARD MEETING  

à $25 Prize to the Club with the highest percentage of members aFending the Mid-year Board 
Mee$ng – Harrisburg GC 

à $50 Prize to the District with the highest percentage of clubs in aFendance – Northwest 
District 
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THE SHOW 
INCLUDED 3 

DESIGN CLASSES OF 
TRADITIONAL, 
CREATIVE AND 

PETITE DESIGNS 
AND 

5 SECTIONS OF 
HORTICULTURE. 

 
THE CENTRAL 

ARKANSAS BONSAI 
SOCIETY WERE 

INVITED TO 
DISPLAY SOME OF 

THEIR UNIQUE 
CREATIONS 

The top horFculture 
winner - Begonia rex  
‘Jurrasic’

 

 

The top Design winner 

 



 

“LUAU AT THE LAKE”  
MID-YEAR BOARD MEETING 

LAKE DEGRAY RESORT STATE PARK   AUGUST 6 – 7, 2025 
 

 What a fun, educaFonal 
Mid-Year Board meeFng!  The 
educaFonal workshops held on 
Wednesday ahernoon were a 
success – thanks so much to the 
many ExecuFve Board and AFGC 
Chairmen who developed and 
presented the training in a fun, 
gameshow format.  The workshops 
were on Club President duFes and 
leadership, Treasurer and Secretary 
responsibiliFes, Awards processes, 
and Membership/Social Media 
techniques and avenues for 
expansion. 
 Everyone had a flamingle of 
a good Fme at our happy hour 
before a wonderful design program 
at the Judges Council dinner. 
 Aher an efficient, and 
effecFve General MeeFng we were 
treated to some wonderful water 
garden possibiliFes and plants by 
Mark Gibson, Green Thumb Water 
Garden Center in Li>le Rock. 

 

 

 
Pam Ellis – NE District Director and Past State 
President; Nancy Rana, AFGC State President; 
Laura Whitley, AFGC Treasurer  

 

Table were set to reflect the  tropical theme 

We love our vendors – new this year was 
‘Broken China Project’, the funds of which 
go to the Rise House, helping abused 
women 

Sherrie Eoff, 
AFGC Awards 
Chairman, 
giving out 
the na@onal 
level NGC 
Awards.  
Ronna Smith, 
happily 
accep@ng a 
few for 
Garden Club 
of Rogers.  
Submit those 
awards 
applica@ons!
! 
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 FLOWER SHOW SCHOOL I 
Holiday Inn Airport, August 25-27, 2025 

We had 8 new students starFng their NGC Judging journey, plus many other garden club 
members and current judges audiFng the course to conFnue their learning in Design and 
HorFculture.  Frances Thrash, NGC Design Instructor, taught us about TradiFonal Line 
Mass and Mass designs; and Heidi Muschick, NGC HorFculture Instructor, taught us about 
composite flowers such as zinnias, and container grown plants in the monstera, pothos 
and philodendron species.  A>endees are always asked to bring examples of the 
horFculture being studied and asked to bring the design types so we can see examples 
and pracFce our point scoring.  Great job to Rose Knight, Flower Show Chairman, and her 
team of helpers. 
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Philodendron hederaceum 

‘Brasil’ 

 

If you would like to know about TradiFonal Line 
Mass designs Frances has a wonderful youtube 
video sponsored by the Virginia CooperaFve 
Extension: 
 
h>ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PSVHxRSxRU4 
 




